THE GERMAN OCCUPATION OF NORTHERN FRANCE
WORLD WAR 1

by R. T. Harrison
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Map showing limit of German occupation

Most of occupied northern France remained within the Etappen Zone but the regions of

Givet, Fumay and Maubeuge were considered sufficiently safe to be attached instead to the
General Government Postal Administration of Belgium '
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Map showing the general location of
French Frontier towns

Details of Post Offices

By a compilation of various sources and with the help of the late Ted Coles of the France and
Colonies Philatelic Society, the following towns are listed as having Post Office status for

civilian use during the war:

Town Date Opened Date Closed Main Office

Aubrives 11.3.16 31.1.18 }

Givet 15.1.15 31.1.18 }
Vireux-Molhain 1.1.16 31.1.18 } Givet
Fumay 30.6.15 31.1.18 }

Haybes 30.6.15 31.1.18 }

Maubeuge 1.6.15 6.10.16 }

Hautmont 30.4.16 6.10.16 } Maubeuge
Jeumont 30.4.16 6.10.16 }

Colleret 15.9.16 6.10.16 }
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Postal Cancellations Used

The table below lists the known cancellations, together with the relative scarcity. As would
be expected, it is the three main towns of Givet, Fumay and Maubeuge which are the most
frequently encountered but it should be stressed that none of these cancellations are
commonly found being of interest to both Belgian and French collectors.

Town Type Diameter Inscription Relative
Scarcity
Aubrives German ‘Bridge’ 26.5mm  Aubrives//(Frankreich) 6
Colleret French Single Circle 27mm Colleret/Nord 20
Fumay German ‘Bridge’ 27mm Fumay//(Frankreich) 5
Givet German ‘Bridge’ 24mm Givet/(Belgien) 15
German ‘Bridge’ 24mm Givet//*a* 5
German ‘Bridge’ 24mm Givet//*** -
Belgian Railway Cancel Givet No. 2 ?
Hautmont French Single Circle 24mm Hautmont//Nord 17
French Double Circle 24mm Hautmont//Nord 17
Haybes German ‘Bridge’ 27mm Haybes//(Frankreich) 7
Jeumont German ‘Bridge’ 27mm Jeumont//(Frankreich) 16
Maubeuge German ‘Bridge’ 27mm Maubeuge//*(Frankreich)* 6
Straight Line 29 x 5Smm Maubeuge -
Sars-Poteries German ‘Bridge’ 27mm Sars-Poteries//*(Frankreich)* 20
Vireux-Molhain ~ German ‘Bridge’ 28.5mm  Vireux-Molhain//(Frankreich) 6
German ‘Bridge’ 28.5mm  Vireux-Molhain//*(Frankreich)* 8
German ‘Bridge’ 28.5mm  Vireux-Molhain/2//*(Frankreich)* 9
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"AUBRIVES'

Posal sm{.w_j Cacd from AUBRIVES dated 3":1'..“-.3 1917

Cancelled AUBRIVES(FealdgasicH),

Qta'ukrd ot Givet,

The Cott OFice al Aubrwes
was opened on 11" Mardy, Mib
ond c'ast on 31Y Jan 1718,

Givet adled as He main
office o which Hua card was
sent for censership,

Note — #Hus Pnrf" caver s
from the LETAER colledicon
addtessed o TROIS PONTS




FUMAY (FRANKRE 1eH)

LeHer Cord from FUMAY b BRUSSELS daled 14" Aug 1916

Added od hesives rramp.l and Qg'itff“h:oﬂ label.

Concelled FUMAY (FRANKREIW) e Bs.

Fumnjhhd one of Ythe F-f«tﬂc."\ boider lowns hih come P S Y
Government  General of G<lgium and had 'k oun pastrarkk.
Quks}empd orrivel Brucse 1e |S'A..:ngl-,

Ovel censor cachel of NAMUR
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FUMAY

Postcard fremn FUMAY ho BRUSSELS dated 20 December 1910
Franked itk 10 Pfenniq Germania everprinled Belgien 1O Cenhmes.
Concelled FUMAY (Frankrech)

Censer mark Crepruflr Kreischef Phillipeville,

Bruss-ls Pns{'mans mark 748 1a cirele .




G!VET(BELGIEN)
Envelope flam AUBRIVES b CHARLERO| dated IS"AprF] 1915,
Fronked with 10 PC‘cm’;a Ger~anic Mt-pr'-nf-‘ed 'Bda rern 1O Cenhmes’
Cancelled GIVET(BEWGIEN), This canceller was 1a use bebuween
15" Tonuary 11T ond 2EMay 5 Hhen Wibhdrawva due e GIVET
‘be'wﬁ '~ FRANCE nd @FELCIVUM . |
Cansor cachel 'G-cprupf Kresche? Phligpenile’

SUE‘.lCE
PHILIPPE

MAZEE

o : *’ .
_/Bamnum. . \\LFR
Fire | s




Grvr-'.T'(BE:_c.IE-J)

Envelope from GIVIET ko BRUSSELS dated 18'Apr] 1915,

Franked with pr =F SPFenriuj Germania, overperinaled g Qch;-cﬂJS‘C:nh;—wc'
Concelled GIVET (@miGimN) bras.-tb,,.. eD.s,

ThRis canceller was v use bedueen ‘S.J'ﬂfu.unfj 1915 and 3"'”“:] 1915
Hyen wibhdrawn dawe to GIVET bémj in Framse ad- Bclj:um.

Censer cachet 'Crern-qF'f' Kr<ischef philippc\n'“c' whH niliels of ¢censor.

SOCIETE ANONYME

z-n&éwﬁmf
. = RuyeRoyale 52, BRUXELLES

5 Gepraft
/w%t}mer Phifippeville

MTCECUN NTES, D0.000-18=7-11
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GIVET(BELGED)

Inuea S“Iman_j 9 fo 3!"'/‘105 1915,

—_—

L e 4L

i LeH’er— ) vnolel’
Car "’ejj}ac GlVET(BFIGiEN) of German t:zr-dge ngﬂ-, uSd fo cmﬂCEJ Hﬂﬂ
stamp 0nd repeated clear of the skamp.

ﬁgi&‘ﬁéﬁﬂer was wihdrawn due I’o GIVET. be.mﬂ in F'ra.ncz ot Belﬂlum




'c.“xxg'rf
Eavelope from GIVET b METZ dakd 29°July 1N17.
Fronked with 145 245 %8:3 of Bovartia plus sne Sﬂﬁcnéga'German'ra'
Qesisl'mﬁon labe].
Cancelled 'GIWET 3’
Backstamped drrival METZ 3OTTTL.
Sender ~ TRleqruphwn Laufuhrer Namur - b Arm_..j Aree .
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'GIyET T

' 3
'E‘nwlq..-. a-m FROME LENNES Io uunm.s dd.”ed 18’M-:| 197,

FPreaked wilh 15 Fl‘cnna G—f—rm- Mrpr-m'l'd BCbm-. 1S Cenk’

_Cnnulld GivelFr s o+’ | T

Oval censer mark of Givel S

Fromeleanrs wos a Ffreach J.lfleg;c close ho Givat,




‘GIVET
*a+

Envelope from GIWET s BRUSSELS dahed I¥ August 1917,

Froanked .1 S%Aujd Icﬂﬁmuﬂ Germeonin aw—erer'-nhd Sond 1O Cont.

&mc“-ﬂ:l '‘GIVET 28+’
Qccl’aagular- nul‘.la-j Censor caclel Ne 1 ofF GIVET

/ = ._."",;"-/’_f(—vy ~
s e ‘;-,nﬂ-rzd_— -
’I‘..lﬂ I/ﬁ.ﬂo.’.-: o -:.'fr = - ‘-‘"' ¥ i
< “"/‘ Ty 2K avnr s ahnntarialln
- :«# /&i T "’/z' N 22 ]1“!%?'{){}3}“. A Lol _"_l_
e o Iyt
ey Fie gegencil
7 3 Zpe etk ~ GIVET.

_ﬁt/fyzz' P




GIVE T
+d *

Envelope from HAVERSIN b BRUSSELS dahed 19*Tuly 1915
Franked Wby 1© Fﬁtﬂﬁfs Germenion avsererinfed 'Qilg;m 10 Centimes’

Canﬂ‘.‘-ﬂ.ll-tcl ‘CI';VCJ" w a +'’

Censor ~ark 'chruﬂ" Kre'ischef ph'.lappc.\h'ﬂ-c i

Gepriift
Kreischef Philippeville

N/ Dt Winands, 13 ‘

R T e

COUVIN

BEABLRAING
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GIVET
x ¥ #

Lerler Gard frem VIREUX-MOLIHA W s BRUSSELS dated |+’A..3usi- 6
Add ihenal stamps for Qe:jud'rahén feec.

Censor mark 'Gepruft Kreischef Philippeviile’

Rack s‘l'da\paJ arrwel Brussele 14° Aﬁus‘f'.
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'HER R’

E nvelope frem MEER to BRUSSELS u~dahed

Froaked itk SFPQn;\j ond lopf"tnn'rs Germania overprintad 5 ond 10 Cenbimes
Censor ~ark used as a cancellahin e stamps - GIVET,
"MILITARISCHE POSTUBER WACHUNGSSTELLE % — GIVET — % ’ o, uiolel ink.

Heer was o v-‘“ajl- Jus{ 1"S1de. Q«lju,‘_-\ mnear Givetl
Pastrans cl-d:JrI\ltr:.! mark 9 s é:rde of Brussels.
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HAYRES(Frankreich)
Pevole Postal Sratonery Gerd from HAYBES fo BRUSSELS dated 2YAugust 1917,
Cancelled \JAYBES (Frankreich) bridge-type canceller.
Haybes was o french town ncar the Belgion frontier which cams under
the contral of Hre Gaveramenl Gencral of Gelaiam .

This effice was opencd s~ 1% Apri) 196 ond closed on SI‘FJZAuq.rJ Mg,

S

) J Doittarte.

B [l D LAY
R = Littlich gefalien: 7 Yuguit N M? T e

s in Briiiel: 21, Auguit L] :.._
Stantu genantmen: 20, duguit 9‘ '{ e s ' 3 Sz e L

Hntwerpen tapitulievt:

o. Otober ; Zi 2 Eg é g
@ent u, Brergge bejest:

1214, Otober

Dentidhe Teuppen am
2 fHieer bei Oftende: 15, Oftober
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von Scrd, Redwily Stuttgart
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" TEUMONT
FRENCH F—‘aad"n?-:é TOWNS,
Envelope flom MAUBEUGE " NAMUR dofed 8" Auqust 1916,
Franked wilh Germania overprns 5§ Centimes cnd 10 Gantimes (O ;[3)
Stamps cancelled TEUMONT (FRmKREICH) abthough envelbm beats on oval
censor cCadhel of Mau.be_uﬁe_,
64::14-3]"qmp-e=:( arcual  NAMUR NAMERN fﬂ"*xﬁuaf,




Piclure Posteatd MAUBEUGE (Porte de l"’r"mec.) Fo BRUSSELS daled 3::'3-.3_., s,
Concelled 'MAVBEUGE +(Fasvkamer)+
Dusselderf vielet uad Ca\r.[ﬁ-t‘!'

MAUBEUG E

Mau.buﬂ-; office open 1%Tune 915 ~ T Oclober 196,
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Fieldpost

Herrn Heinrich Tommler, Brussels

Maubeuge 29.7.15

Please forgive me for not writing until today. Well, again
my most heartfelt thanks for your exceptional guided tour

through Brussels.

I hope you are as well

you, in the meantime, guided anybody else?
again have the opportunity to visit there.
visit Brussels again I will most certainly call on you.

Warmest greetings with Heil and Victory.

Christian Bering.

as I am. Have
I hope I shall
If T were to




MAUREUGE

Feldpast Envelope from MAUBEUGE h GERMAWY clated 27" Jily 198,
Ual cachet '2 Landst TAGRRZ KoMP Wi A K MAUBEUGE ~ /n qreen nk ,
Concelled 'MALBELRE ((FRANKREEH)’




'MAUBEYCE’

Envelope from BAVEU h LIEGE dated 16" Apn] Mg

Frasked wifn 10 F&nés Germania ovcrprintad 'Bt\a;rn 10 Contimes ’
Cancelled 'Mavgeuee (Feankemen)'

ool censer cachet of Maubeuge |




' MAVBEUGE” ]

Envelope fram MAUBEUGE (o QRUSSELS dated 28' August 196,

Fronked WUith 3 % § ﬁ'c_milﬂ Germania. qe-er-pm}s'l‘gd'ﬁeljl'gn 5 Cenlimes’
Concelled 'MALBEUGE (FRAVKREH)'

Oval cengor cachet ' Postemmk Maubeuge’

e e e R e
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'MAUBEVGE’

Front from MAUBEUGE to BRUSSELS undated .
Franked wuth un-overprinted 10PF Germania’
Cancelled by MAUSFUGE  shaughl=1ine handalemp.
Marked —
Sender - Stefer M. RUBESAMEN
;Maubeu,ae
Po.W. Camp {
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'"MAVREUGE’

Bonk Envelope from MAUBEUCE to VALENCIEWNNES dated 237 Jon 1918,

Froaked Wil Pﬁif of 1O %ﬂs Germania averprnlad 10 Cenk’
Cance)led Lj tonk cachet cnd 'Gepruft P U, St ' bexed.
Qcéeﬁgudar hank cacha Llh serial Ne 1552)

Bonk cengar coehel in bBoHam ceiner.

Rockstemped CRRDIT-LYOWAlE MMAEUGE 23YJon149/8.




VIREUX - MOLHAIN
Express regisleced envelope o STUTTGART dofed 30 January 1917,
Fronked with selection of ovelplinfed Grermania stamps.
Cancelled with handslmp of VIREUX- MOLHAN ( Frankreich )
Backsl“on\peql q,r‘r;;JaJ -Shdfjarf e E—abruag

4 1 |
e T =TT e ]




LILLE,
Damaged <avelope from LILLE fo GausssLs dated 1 Auqust 18,
Franked vila 20¢c stame-of Bavara .  Cancelled PosT v@mR\wACHUNSSTELE

- 4 Gepruft Or::a'mn.l word YoURNAL <sased for sc.cmlj feasons
Manuser.‘Pl-'bchk PU. I’ (_W%raﬁh Rast ;nspcé':an h.n)
Cecnsor' Z.UI-:‘\.B!;lG 4 B




Lraleite
Envelope from LILLE to BRUSSEIS daked IB“AuﬂusF 1918,

FRanked with 3x ICJP% ard S pr'za of |a4 RBowvaron ©@sue .
Concelled ' PosT LBERWACHUNGSST=LIE ... . 7 of (:»M'Arr'n:j,

Tourmar was removed for secur't'_'j reasons |

2—line Censor cachel .

The
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VALENCIENNES

Ervelope flomm VALENCIENNES Vo VALENCIENNES undaled .

Fronked winbh 10O pf-’er-:r{lj'Germania.; - no c:v-erpr-.'-—\]’.

Stamp cancelled "Ml tarische Uebcr\-\nchuraasl'e-l le des FRoskg Guterverkehrs’
- v{ole" inke | (Pue‘f' Mdﬁaods CQr’\JTQD

OFficia) town cnvelope of Moot osfice .
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